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The Paris climate summit at a glance 
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As the most important climate change event ever enters the final stages, get up to speed on the key points with our updated guide

The Paris summit aims to secure a deal on cutting global emissions to limit global warming to 2C. 

What is the summit about? Reaching a new global deal on cutting carbon emissions beyond 2020 and agreeing financing to help poorer countries cope with climate change.
When and where is it? Paris’s north-eastern suburb of Le Bourget, from 30 November to 11 December (although the French have said the talks will run over into the weekend).
Who’s going? 195 countries are attending, and about 150 world leaders including US president Barack Obama, China’s Xi Jinping, India’s prime minister Narendra Modi and the UK’s David Cameron attended the opening of the summit.
Will it make a difference to my life? Yes – but not immediately. The long-term decisions that governments and businesses take because of a deal in Paris will affect everything from which power plants provide your energy to what food you eat and how likely your home is to flood or be hit by extreme weather in the future.
Don’t we already have a climate deal? The Kyoto protocol, the world’s only legally binding international climate treaty, initially covered only developed countries, and now covers just the EU, Australia and a handful of other countries who are required to cut emissions by 2020. There’s also a separate, non-binding declaration that covers voluntary cuts by scores of countries, rich and poor, up to 2020.
What effect have the terror attacks had? Security was tightened following the attacks, and planned side events, such as a huge march in Paris, did not go ahead. Some observers say the attacks may galvanise greater urgency and solidarity. 
What’s the mood music like for a deal? Hopeful, with caveats. China’s chief negotiator and the president of last year’s summit in Lima are among those who say the political will finally exists for a deal. 
But ...? There are still some significant sticking points. Some of these appeared to have been resolved by Friday, the final scheduled day of the talks, but some tricky issues remained for negotiators to resolve. These include disagreements over finance from rich countries to help poorer countries adapt to climate change; how CO2 reductions should be accounted for and whether different rules should apply to rich and poor nations; and the issue of whether there will be language in the agreement that refers to liability or compensation for loss and damage suffered by some countries due to climate changes.
How do the countries line up? The world’s two biggest emitters, China and the US, are both supportive of a deal in Paris – a key difference from the last big climate summit in 2009, when China was seen by many as a wrecker. The third-biggest emitter, India, has been more robust about elements of the proposed deal which it feels are being unfairly applied to it. India and other developing countries say their future growth could be curbed by the wrong kind of deal because of a problem that the rich nations created.
What was agreed before the talks even started? More than 180 countries – representing virtually all of the world’s emissions – have submitted their climate pledges to the UN. But those pledges would still see the world warm by 2.7-3.3C, according to analyses. That’s far more than the 2C world leaders have agreed to hold temperature rises to, which is why many countries want to see a mechanism that reviews them every five years.
Won’t the summit have a huge carbon footprint? The UN says the conference will result in around 21,000 tonnes CO2 equivalent. The organisers are offsetting the emissions.
Where can I find out more about the background to Paris? Our in-depth guide shows how we got here via two decades of climate talks.

Paris Pledge for Action Boosts Paris Climate Agreement
Join Almost 700 Cities, Regions and Businesses to Act Now
Paris, 16 December 2015 – Last week at COP 21 in Paris, governments of the world under the UN united in action on climate change by adopting the Paris Agreement, the first universal, legally binding climate change deal. This agreement will spur a transformation of global growth and development and open the door to a low-carbon, stable, sustainable future, the French Presidency of COP21 said.

Today, approaching 700 major cities, regions, companies and investors from around the globe promised to quickly and effectively help implement the Paris Agreement and accelerate the transformative changes needed to meet the climate change challenge.

L’Appel de Paris, or the Paris Pledge for Action, is a call to action in support of the Paris Agreement which brings together a multitude of voices on an unprecedented scale within a single, collective statement:

“We welcome the adoption of a new, universal climate agreement at COP 21 in Paris, which is a critical step on the path to solving climate change. We pledge our support to ensuring that the level of ambition set by the agreement is met or exceeded.” 
This landmark pledge is a clear signal that the message sent by the negotiations has been received loud and clear and that cities, regions, business, investors and other non-Party stakeholders are now ready and willing to stand shoulder to shoulder, alongside governments, to implement the terms of the agreement. This is our best opportunity to limit global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius – and pursue efforts to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees – and raise ambition even before the agreement takes effect in 2020.

L’Appel de Paris is an inclusive initiative by the French Presidency of COP21 that invites all businesses, regions, cities, and investors to join and vow to act on the outcomes of the Paris UN Climate Change Agreement. It has already been signed by over 400 businesses, 150 cities and regions and 120 investors controlling US$11 trillion in assets.

Initial signatories include businesses such as Acciona, Allianz, Mars, Kellogg’s, Tata Group, Unilever; investors like Lloyd’s and Aviva; megacities such as New York, Johannesburg, Quezon City, Hong Kong, Rio De Janeiro and Mexico City; and regions such as Cross River State (Nigeria), Scotland (UK), Chiapas (Mexico) and California (United States).

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, President of COP 21, said: "Non-state actor leadership is key to the success of COP21 and to the effective transition to a low-emissions and climate-resilient future. The world needs you to step up and rise to the challenges of climate change and sustainable development. This is why I strongly encourage you to take bold actions and make ambitious commitments, both individually and collectively, register them on NAZCA, and sign on to the Paris Pledge for Action, to make sure the commitments made in Paris by governments are achieved or even exceeded."                                                                                                                                                                      

Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, said: “COP21 was a landmark, and not just for the Paris Agreement by governments. The extraordinary momentum witnessed before and during the UN conference by cities, provinces, regions, companies and citizens was also a hallmark. 
“The Paris Pledge for Action is about taking that momentum to the next level in support of nations as they work towards raising ambition up to 2020 and well beyond—it is about building ever more support by non-state actors who are aligning with government policy as never before.”
The pledge uniquely incorporates under one roof a diverse range of entities that are already committed to quickly mitigate emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change. These non-state actors include members of the Under 2 MOU, the White House Act on Climate Pledge, the Montreal Carbon Pledge, the Principles for Sustainable Insurance (PSI) Initiative, the We Mean Business ‘Road to Paris’ initiatives, the Paris City Hall Declaration, ICLEI and many more. The pledge is open to more signatories and will spread around the world. All non-Party stakeholders are invited to join this call to action in support of the Paris Agreement.

About L’Appel de Paris

L’Appel de Paris (Paris Pledge for Action) brings together hundreds of non-state actors from across the globe in support of Paris Agreement on climate change. The Paris Pledge for Action is an initiative of the COP21 French Presidency managed by the University of Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership.

Read the Pledge: www.parispledgeforaction.org/read
See who’s signed the Pledge: www.ParisPledgeForAction.org/whos-joined/
Join the Pledge: www.ParisPledgeForAction.org/sign
El Compromiso de Acción de París impulsa el Acuerdo Climático de París 
Únase a casi 700 ciudades, regiones y empresas y actúe ya 
París, 16 de diciembre 2015.— La semana pasada en la COP21 en París, los gobiernos del mundo se unieron en el marco de las Naciones Unidas para actuar frente al cambio climático con la adopción del primer acuerdo climático universal y legalmente vinculante. La Presidencia francesa dijo que el acuerdo va a impulsar una transformación del crecimiento y el desarrollo a nivel mundial y va a abrir la puerta a un futuro bajo en emisiones de carbono, estable y sostenible.

Hoy, casi 700 grandes ciudades, regiones, empresas e inversores de todo el mundo han prometido ayudar a implementar el Acuerdo de París de manera rápida y eficaz y acelerar los cambios transformadores que hacen falta para hacer frente al reto que supone el cambio climático.

El Compromiso de Acción de París es un llamado a la acción en apoyo del Acuerdo de París en el que se unen multitud de voces. Se trata de un esfuerzo de una magnitud sin precedentes mediante la declaración colectiva de la que aquí reproducimos un fragmento: “Celebramos la adopción de un nuevo acuerdo universal en la COP21 en París, un paso crítico en el camino para solucionar el cambio climático. Comprometemos nuestro apoyo en asegurar que el nivel de aspiraciones fijado por el acuerdo sea alcanzado o superado”

Este compromiso emblemático es un mensaje claro de las negociaciones, recibido alto y claro por las ciudades, empresas, inversores y por los interesados que no son Partes que ya están listos y deseosos de mantenerse hombro con hombro, junto a los gobiernos, para implementar los términos del acuerdo. Esta es nuestra mejor oportunidad para limitar el aumento de la temperatura global muy por debajo de los 2 grados centígrados, esforzarnos por limitar ese aumento a 1,5 grados centígrados y aumentar el nivel de ambición incluso antes de que el acuerdo entre en vigor en 2020.

El Llamado de París es una iniciativa inclusiva de la Presidencia francesa de la COP21 que invita a todas las empresas, regiones, ciudades e inversores a sumarse y prometer actuar a partir de los resultados del Acuerdo de la ONU sobre cambio climático de París. El Llamado de París ya ha sido firmado por más de 400 empresas, 150 ciudades y regiones y 120 inversores que controlan 11 billones de dólares de inversión.

La lista inicial de firmantes incluye a empresas como Acciona, Allianz, Mars, Kellogg’s, Grupo Tata, Unilever; inversores como Lloyd’s y Aviva; megaciudades como Nueva York, Johannesburg, Ciudad Quezon, Hong Kong, Rio De Janeiro y Ciudad de México; y regiones como Cross River State (Nigeria), Escocia (Reino Unido), Chiapas (México) y California (Estados Unidos).

El Ministro francés de Asuntos Exteriores y Presidente de la COP21, Laurent Fabius, dijo: “El liderazgo de los actores no estatales es clave para el éxito de la COP21 y una transición eficaz hacia un futuro bajo en emisiones y resiliente climáticamente. El mundo necesita que ustedes den un paso adelante y hagan frente a los retos del cambio climático y el desarrollo sostenible. Es por ello que les animo encarecidamente a que actúen de manera decidida y asuman compromisos ambiciosos, tanto de forma individual como colectiva, que los registren en el portal NAZCA y firmen el Compromiso de Acción de París, para asegurarnos de que las promesas hechas en París por los gobiernos son cumplidas o incluso superadas”.

Christiana Figueres, Secretaria Ejecutiva de la Convención Marco de la ONU sobre el Cambio Climático, dijo: “La COP21 ha sido un hito y no sólo por el Acuerdo de París alcanzado por los gobiernos. También ha sido único el extraordinario momento de impulso que vimos antes y durante la conferencia de la ONU por parte de ciudades, provincias, regiones, empresas y ciudadanos”.

“El Compromiso de Acción de París consiste en llevar ese momento de impulso a un nivel superior para apoyar a las naciones en su trabajo para aumentar los niveles de ambición antes de 2020 y más allá de esa fecha. Se trata de generar incluso un mayor apoyo por parte de los actores no estatales que se están poniendo en la línea de las políticas gubernamentales como nunca antes”.

Este compromiso incorpora bajo un mismo techo a una diversidad de entidades que ya están comprometidas a mitigar las emisiones de manera rápida y adaptarse a los impactos del cambio climático. Esos actores no estatales incluyen a miembros del Under 2 MOU, el White House Act on Climate Pledge, el Compromiso de Montreal sobre el Carbono, la iniciativa Principles for Sustainable Insurance (PSI), la iniciativa “Road to Paris” de We Mean Business, la Declaración del Ayuntamiento de París, ICLEI y muchas otras. El Compromiso está abierto a más signatarios y va a ser dado a conocer en todo el mundo. Se invita a todos los interesados que no son Partes a unirse a este llamado a la acción para apoyar el Acuerdo de París.

Sobre el Llamado de París

El Compromiso de Acción de París (L’Appel de Paris, en francés; y Paris Pledge for Action, en inglés) une a cientos de actores no estatales de todo el mundo en apoyo del Acuerdo de París sobre Cambio Climático. El Compromiso de Acción de París es una iniciativa de la Presidencia de la COP21 gestionado por el Instituto para el Liderazgo en Sostenibilidad de la Universidad de Cambridge.

Lea el Compromiso: http://www.parispledgeforaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Paris-Pledge-for-Action-Spanish.pdf
Vea quién ha firmado el Compromiso: www.ParisPledgeForAction.org/whos-joined/
Súmese al Compromiso: www.ParisPledgeForAction.org/sign
Historic Paris Agreement on Climate Change 
195 Nations Set Path to Keep Temperature Rise Well Below 2 Degrees Celsius 
Paris, 12 December 2015 - An historic agreement to combat climate change and unleash actions and investment towards a low carbon, resilient and sustainable future was agreed by 195 nations in Paris today.

The Paris Agreement for the first time brings all nations into a common cause based on their historic, current and future responsibilities.

The universal agreement’s main aim is to keep a global temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius and to drive efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

The 1.5 degree Celsius limit is a significantly safer defense line against the worst impacts of a changing climate.

Additionally, the agreement aims to strengthen the ability to deal with the impacts of climate change.  

To reach these ambitious and important goals, appropriate financial flows will be put in place, thus making stronger action by developing countries and the most vulnerable possible, in line with their own national objectives.

“The Paris Agreement allows each delegation and group of countries to go back home with their heads held high. Our collective effort is worth more than the sum of our individual effort. Our responsibility to history is immense” said Laurent Fabius, President of the COP 21 UN Climate change conference and French Foreign Minister.

The minister, his emotion showing as delegates started to rise to their feet, brought the final gavel down on the agreement to open and sustained acclamation across the plenary hall.

French President Francois Hollande told the assembled delegates: “You’ve done it, reached an ambitious agreement, a binding agreement, a universal agreement. Never will I be able to express more gratitude to a conference. You can be proud to stand before your children and grandchildren.”

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said: “We have entered a new era of global cooperation on one of the most complex issues ever to confront humanity. For the first time, every country in the world has pledged to curb emissions, strengthen resilience and join in common cause to take common climate action. This is a resounding success for multilateralism.”

Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), said: “One planet, one chance to get it right and we did it in Paris. We have made history together. It is an agreement of conviction. It is an agreement of solidarity with the most vulnerable. It is an agreement of long-term vision, for we have to turn this agreement into an engine of safe growth.”

“Successive generations will, I am sure, mark the 12 December 2015 as a date when cooperation, vision, responsibility, a shared humanity and a care for our world took centre stage,” she said.

“I would like to acknowledge the determination, diplomacy and effort that the Government of France have injected into this remarkable moment and the governments that have supported our shared ambition since COP 17 in Durban, South Africa,” she said.

Agreement Captures Essential Elements to Drive Action Forward
The Paris Agreement and the outcomes of the UN climate conference (COP21) cover all the crucial areas identified as essential for a landmark conclusion:

· Mitigation – reducing emissions fast enough to achieve the temperature goal
· A transparency system and global stock-take – accounting for climate action
· Adaptation – strengthening ability of countries to deal with climate impacts
· Loss and damage – strengthening ability to recover from climate impacts
· Support – including finance, for nations to build clean, resilient futures
As well as setting a long-term direction, countries will peak their emissions as soon as possible and continue to submit national climate action plans that detail their future objectives to address climate change.

This builds on the momentum of the unprecedented effort which has so far seen 188 countries contribute climate action plans to the new agreement, which will dramatically slow the pace of global greenhouse gas emissions.

The new agreement also establishes the principle that future national plans will be no less ambitious than existing ones, which means these 188 climate action plans provide a firm floor and foundation for higher ambition.

Countries will submit updated climate plans – called nationally determined contributions (NDCs) – every five years, thereby steadily increasing their ambition in the long-term.  

Climate action will also be taken forward in the period before 2020. Countries will continue to engage in a process on mitigation opportunities and will put added focus on adaptation opportunities. Additionally, they will work to define a clear roadmap on ratcheting up climate finance to USD 100 billion by 2020

This is further underlined by the agreement’s robust transparency and accounting system, which will provide clarity on countries’ implementation efforts, with flexibility for countries’ differing capabilities.

“The Paris Agreement also sends a powerful signal to the many thousands of cities, regions, businesses and citizens across the world already committed to climate action that their vision of a low-carbon, resilient future is now the chosen course for humanity this century,” said Ms Figueres. 
Agreement Strengthens Support to Developing Nations
The Paris Agreement underwrites adequate support to developing nations and establishes a global goal to significantly strengthen adaptation to climate change through support and international cooperation.

The already broad and ambitious efforts of developing countries to build their own clean, climate-resilient futures will be supported by scaled-up finance from developed countries and voluntary contributions from other countries.

Governments decided that they will work to define a clear roadmap on ratcheting up climate finance to USD 100 billion by 2020 while also before 2025 setting a new goal on the provision of finance from the USD 100 billion floor.

Ms. Figueres said. “We have seen unparalleled announcements of financial support for both mitigation and adaptation from a multitude of sources both before and during the COP. Under the Paris Agreement, the provision of finance from multiple sources will clearly be taken to a new level, which is of critical importance to the most vulnerable.”

International cooperation on climate-safe technologies and building capacity in the developing world to address climate change are also significantly strengthened under the new agreement.

Signing the Paris Agreement
Following the adoption of the Paris Agreement by the COP (Conference of the Parties), it will be deposited at the UN in New York and be opened for one year for signature on 22 April 2016--Mother Earth Day.

The agreement will enter into force after 55 countries that account for at least 55% of global emissions have deposited their instruments of ratification.

Cities and Provinces to Companies and Investors Aligning 
Today’s landmark agreement was reached against the backdrop of a remarkable groundswell of climate action by cities and regions, business and civil society.

During the week of events under the Lima to Paris Action Agenda (LPAA) at the COP, the groundswell of action by these stakeholders successfully demonstrated the powerful and irreversible course of existing climate action.

Countries at COP 21 recognised the enormous importance of these initiatives, calling for the continuation and scaling up of these actions which are entered on the UN-hosted NAZCA portal as an essential part in the rapid implementation of the Paris Agreement.

The scale of the Action Agenda globally is unprecedented, part of which is captured through Nazca and the LPAA:

· Over 7,000 cities, including the most vulnerable to climate change, from over 100 countries with a combined population with one and a quarter billion people and around 32% of global GDP.
· Sub-national states and regions comprising one fifth of total global land area and combined GDP of $12.5 trillion.
· Over 5,000 companies from more than 90 countries that together represent the majority of global market capitalisation and over $38 trillion in revenue.
· Nearly 500 investors with total assets under management of over $25 trillion
Christiana Figueres said: “The recognition of actions by businesses, investors, cities and regions is one of the key outcomes of COP 21. Together with the LPAA, the groundswell of action shows that the world is on an inevitable path toward a properly sustainable, low-carbon world.”

More Details on the Paris Agreement
· All countries will submit adaptation communications, in which they may detail their adaptation priorities, support needs and plans. Developing countries will receive increased support for adaptation actions and the adequacy of this support will be assessed.
· The existing Warsaw International Mechanism on Loss and Damage will be significantly strengthened.
· The agreement includes a robust transparency framework for both action and support. The framework will provide clarity on countries’ mitigation and adaptation actions, as well as the provision of support. At the same time, it recognizes that Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States have special circumstances. 
· The agreement includes a global stocktake starting in 2023 to assess the collective progress towards the goals of the agreement. The stocktake will be done every five years.
· The agreement includes a compliance mechanism, overseen by a committee of experts that operates in a non-punitive way.
The COP also closed on a number of technical issues.

· Under the Kyoto Protocol, there is now a clear and transparent accounting method for carry-over credits for the second commitment period, creating a clear set of rules.
· The first round of international assessment and review process (IAR) that was launched in 2014 was successfully completed.
· A number of technical and implementation issues related to the existing arrangements on technology, adaptation, action for climate empowerment and capacity building were also successfully concluded.
 

http://www.pactodelosalcaldes.eu/IMG/pdf/covenantofmayors_text_es.pdf
http://www.covenantofmayors.eu/IMG/pdf/covenantofmayors_text_en.pdf
Acuerdo histórico sobre el cambio climático en París
195 naciones marcan la trayectoria para mantener el calentamiento muy por debajo de los 2°C 
El acuerdo engloba todos los elementos para impulsar la acción climática

París, 12 de diciembre de 2015.— Hoy en París, 195 naciones alcanzaron un acuerdo histórico para combatir el cambio climático e impulsar medidas e inversiones para un futuro bajo en emisiones de carbono, resiliente y sostenible.

El Acuerdo de París reúne por primera vez a todas las naciones en una causa común en base a sus responsabilidades históricas, presentes y futuras.

El objetivo principal del acuerdo universal es mantener el aumento de la temperatura en este siglo muy por debajo de los 2 grados centígrados, e impulsar los esfuerzos para limitar el aumento de la temperatura incluso más, por debajo de 1,5 grados centígrados sobre los niveles preindustriales.

El límite de los 1,5 grados centígrados es significativamente una línea de defensa más segura frente a los peores impactos del cambio climático.

Además, el acuerdo busca reforzar la habilidad para hacer frente a los impactos del cambio climático.

Para lograr estos objetivos ambiciosos e importantes, se pondrán en marcha flujos financieros apropiados para hacer posible una acción reforzada por parte de los países en desarrollo y los más vulnerables en línea con sus propios objetivos nacionales.

“Las naciones se han unido para abordar al problema más serio al que se enfrenta la humanidad”, dijo Laurent Fabius, Presidente de la COP 21, la Conferencia de la ONU sobre Cambio Climático y Ministro francés de Asuntos Exteriores.

“El Acuerdo de París permite a todas las delegaciones y grupos de países volver a casa con la cabeza alta. Nuestro esfuerzo colectivo es más valioso que la suma de nuestros esfuerzos individuales. Nuestra responsabilidad con la historia es inmensa”, dijo.

El ministro, visiblemente emocionado frente a los delegados puestos en pie, dio el golpe de martillo final que marcó la adopción del acuerdo dando paso a una larga ovación en la sala de reuniones plenarias.

El Presidente francés, François Hollande, dijo: “Lo han hecho, han alcanzado un acuerdo ambicioso, un acuerdo vinculante y universal. Nunca podré expresar mayor gratitud a una conferencia. Podrán estar orgullosos ante sus hijos y sus nietos”.

El Secretario General de la ONU, Ban Ki-moon, dijo: “Hemos entrado en una nueva era de cooperación global en uno de los asuntos más complejos a los que se enfrenta la humanidad. Por primera vez, cada país del mundo se ha comprometido a reducir sus emisiones, reforzar la resiliencia y unirse a una causa común para actuar juntos por el clima. Este es un rotundo éxito para el multilateralismo”.

Christiana Figueres, Secretaria Ejecutiva de la Convención Marco de Naciones Unidas sobre el Cambio Climático (CMNUCC), dijo: “Un planeta, una oportunidad de hacerlo bien, y lo hicimos en París. Hemos hecho historia juntos. Este es un acuerdo de convicción. Es un acuerdo de solidaridad con los más vulnerables. Es un acuerdo de visión a largo plazo y debemos hacer de él el motor de un crecimiento seguro”.

“Estoy segura de que varias generaciones recordarán el 12 de diciembre de 2015 como la fecha en la que la cooperación, la visión, la responsabilidad, una humanidad compartida y la preocupación por nuestro mundo ocuparon el centro de la escena, confirmando que en el marco de la ONU, con creatividad y voluntad política, se puede hacer mucho bien”, dijo.

“Me gustaría reconocer la determinación, la diplomacia y el esfuerzo que el Gobierno de Francia ha incorporado en este momento extraordinario, así como a los gobiernos que han respaldado nuestra ambición compartida desde la COP 17 en Durban, Sudáfrica”, dijo.

El acuerdo engloba elementos esenciales para impulsar la acción climática
El Acuerdo de París y los resultados de la conferencia de la ONU sobre el clima (COP 21) cubren áreas cruciales consideradas esenciales para una conclusión emblemática:

· Mitigación: reducir las emisiones lo suficientemente rápido como para lograr el objetivo de temperatura.
· Un sistema de transparencia y de balance global; una contabilidad para la acción climática.
· Adaptación: fortalecer la habilidad de los países para hacer frente a los impactos climáticos.
· Pérdidas y daños: fortalecer la habilidad para recuperarse de los impactos climáticos.
· Apoyo: incluido el apoyo financiero para que las naciones construyan futuros limpios y resilientes.
A la vez que establecen una dirección a largo plazo, los países alcanzarán un pico de emisiones, lo antes que les sea posible, y seguirán presentando planes nacionales de acción climática que detallen sus objetivos futuros frente al cambio climático.

Esto se construye a partir del impulso sin precedentes que suponen los esfuerzos realizados hasta ahora por 188 países que han contribuido al nuevo acuerdo con sus planes de acción climática, que de manera drástica van a ralentizar el ritmo de las emisiones globales de gases de efecto invernadero.

El nuevo acuerdo establece además el principio de que los futuros planes nacionales no serán menos ambiciosos que los existentes, lo que supone que estos 188 planes de acción climática constituyen una base y cimientos firmes para una ambición mayor.

Los países someterán sus planes climáticos actualizados, denominados contribuciones determinadas a nivel nacional (NDC, por sus siglas en inglés), cada cinco años con las que irá aumentando la ambición en el largo plazo.

También se va a impulsar la acción climática en el periodo anterior a 2020. Los países van a seguir sumándose a una dinámica de oportunidades para la mitigación y se enfocarán más en las oportunidades de adaptación.

Esto viene subrayado además por los robustos sistemas de transparencia y contabilidad que incluye el acuerdo y que proveerán claridad en los esfuerzos de implementación, con flexibilidad para los países que tienen capacidades diferentes.

“El Acuerdo de París también envía una señal fuerte a los muchos miles de ciudades, regiones, empresas y ciudadanos en todo el mundo que ya se han comprometido a actuar por el clima y que la opción elegida es la suya, una visión de un futuro bajo en carbono y resiliente para la humanidad en este siglo”, dijo la Sra. Figueres.

El acuerdo refuerza el apoyo a las naciones en desarrollo
El Acuerdo de París cubre además el apoyo adecuado para las naciones en desarrollo y establece un objetivo global para fortalecer considerablemente la adaptación al cambio climático a través del apoyo y la cooperación internacional.

Los ya amplios y ambiciosos esfuerzos de los países en desarrollo de construir su propio futuro limpio y resiliente al clima contarán con un mayor apoyo financiero de los países desarrollados y con las contribuciones voluntarias de otros países.

Los gobiernos decidieron que trabajarán para definir una hoja de ruta clara sobre el aumento del financiamiento climático a los 100.000 millones de dólares para 2020 así como para establecer antes de 2025 un nuevo objetivo de financiamiento por encima de la base de los 100.000 millones de dólares.

La Sra. Figueres dijo: “Hemos visto anuncios financieros sin parangón tanto para mitigación y como para adaptación antes y durante la COP. En el marco del Acuerdo de París, la aportación de financiamiento proveniente de fuentes múltiples, se llevará claramente a un nuevo nivel, lo cual es de una importancia crítica para los más vulnerables”.

El nuevo acuerdo fortalece considerablemente la cooperación internacional en el área de tecnologías seguras para el clima y el fomento de capacidades en el mundo en desarrollo para hacer frente al cambio climático.

Firma del Acuerdo de París
Tras su adopción por parte de la COP (Conferencia de las Partes), el Acuerdo de París será depositado en las Naciones Unidas en Nueva York y estará a disposición para ser firmado durante un año a partir del 22 de abril de 2016, el Día de la Madre Tierra.

El acuerdo entrará en vigor cuando 55 países que representen al menos el 55% de las emisiones mundiales hayan depositado sus instrumentos de ratificación. 

Ciudades, provincias, empresas e inversores se ponen en la misma línea
El acuerdo histórico de hoy se ha logrado con un telón de fondo compuesto por una oleada de acción climática extraordinaria por parte de ciudades, regiones, empresas y sociedad civil.

La COP ha acogido una semana de eventos en el marco de la Agenda de Acción Lima-París en los que se ha visto una oleada de iniciativas por parte de estas entidades. Estos eventos han sido una muestra de la fuerte e irreversible tendencia a la acción climática que hay en marcha.

En la COP 21, los países reconocieron la enorme importancia de estas iniciativas y llamaron a que estas acciones registradas en el portal NAZCA, albergado por la ONU, continúen y se aumenten como una parte esencial para la rápida implementación del Acuerdo de París.

La Agenda de Acción presenta un nivel de acción a nivel mundial sin precedentes y parte de esas acciones están registradas en el portal NAZCA y la propia Agenda de Acción Lima-París:

· Más de 7.000 ciudades, incluyendo las más vulnerables al cambio climático, de más de 100 países. Estas ciudades tienen una población conjunta de más de 1.200 millones de personas y suponen alrededor del 32% del PIB mundial.
· Estados subnacionales y regiones comprendiendo un quinto del total del suelo mundial y con un PIB combinado de 12,5 billones de dólares. 
· Más de 5.000 empresas de más de 90 países que juntas representan la mayoría de la capitalización del mercado mundial y más de 38 billones de dólares de ingresos.
· Casi 500 inversores con activos bajo gestión de más de 25 billones de dólares.
Christiana Figueres, la Secretaria Ejecutiva de la CMNUCC, dijo: “El reconocimiento de las acciones de las empresas, inversores, ciudades  y regiones es una de los resultados clave de la COP 21. Junto con la Agenda de Acción Lima-París, la oleada de acciones muestra que el mundo está en una trayectoria inevitable hacia un mundo sostenible y bajo en carbono”.

Más detalles sobre el Acuerdo de París
· Todos los países presentarán comunicaciones sobre adaptación, en las cuales deberán detallar sus prioridades de adaptación, las necesidades y los planes de apoyo. Los países en desarrollo recibirán más apoyo para acciones de adaptación y se evaluará la idoneidad de este apoyo.
· Se reforzará de manera significativa el Mecanismo Internacional de Varsovia sobre Pérdidas y Daños ya existente.
· El acuerdo incluye un marco robusto de transparencia tanto para la acción como para el apoyo. El marco proporcionará claridad en las acciones de mitigación y adaptación de los países,  así como en la provisión de apoyo. El acuerdo reconoce así mismo que los Países Menos Adelantados y los Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo tienen circunstancias especiales.
· El acuerdo prevé que en 2023 se llevará a cabo un balance del progreso colectivo hacia los objetivos del acuerdo. Este balance se hará cada cinco años.
· El acuerdo incluye un mecanismo de cumplimiento, supervisado por un comité de expertos que opera de una manera no punitiva.
La COP también concluyó una serie de cuestiones técnicas.

· En el marco del Protocolo de Kyoto, se ha establecido un nuevo método de contabilidad claro y transparente del remanente de créditos para el segundo periodo de compromisos, creando un conjunto de reglas claras.
· Se completó con éxito la primera ronda del proceso de evaluación y análisis internacional (IAR, por sus siglas en inglés) que fue lanzada en 2014.
· También fueron tratadas con éxito una serie de cuestiones técnicas y de implementación relacionadas con las disposiciones existentes sobre tecnología, adaptación, acción para el empoderamiento climático y fomento de las capacidades.
Para más información, por favor, contacte a:
Nick Nuttall, Portavoz y Coordinador de Comunicaciones y Difusión de la CMNUCC,  +49 152 0168 4831 (celular), nnuttall@unfccc.int
Oficina de prensa de la CMNUCC: press@unfccc.int
Sobre la CMNUCC

Con 196 Partes, la Convención Marco de las Naciones Unidas sobre el Cambio Climático (CMNUCC) cuenta con un número de miembros que la hace casi universal y es el tratado precursor del Protocolo de Kyoto de 1997. El Protocolo de Kyoto ha sido ratificado por 192 de las Partes de la CMNUCC. En virtud del Protocolo, 37 Estados, consistentes en países muy industrializados y países que se encuentran en la fase de transición a una economía de mercado, han contraído compromisos jurídicamente vinculantes de limitación y reducción de las emisiones. En la Conferencia de Doha en 2012, los Estados Partes del Protocolo de Kyoto adoptaron una enmienda del mismo, la cual establece el segundo periodo de compromisos del Tratado. El objetivo último de ambos tratados es estabilizar las concentraciones de gases de efecto invernadero en la atmósfera a un nivel que evitará la interferencia peligrosa del ser humano en el sistema climático.

Ver también
Sitio web de la CMNUCC
La CMNUCC en Twitter: inglés @UNFCCC | español: @CMNUCC| francés: @CCNUCC | alemán @UNKlima
La Secretaria Ejecutiva de la CMNUCC, Christiana Figueres, en Twitter: @CFigueres
La CMNUCC en Facebook: facebook.com/UNClimateTalks
The Paris Agreement: The end of fossil fuels is near. But where is justice?
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We at Greenpeace had three key expectations for the Paris Agreement. We wanted:

1. a signal that the age of fossil fuels is over,

2. a commitment to soon – and continuously – improve national climate action and

3. global solidarity, including a way to make polluters pay for the damage they cause.

Today, we can say that we got one, achieved progress on two, and that governments mostly failed us on three. Justice and corporate accountability were the weakest points of the Paris deal.

Let me explain.

1. The end of fossil fuels

After Paris, there can be no doubt that the time is up for fossil fuels. Even The Economist concludes that after Paris "the idea of investing in a coal mine will seem more risky." Governments chose convoluted language, but the only realistic way to achieve the new “long term goal” they agreed to is to phase out fossil fuels by 2050. The deal leaves the door open for some bad things – such as plantations. We will be vigilant and ensure that the real solutions – like sustainable renewable energy and forest protection – are the winners, as governments implement the deal. Politically speaking, the language is surprisingly strong. The Paris Agreement goes further than the G7 summit commitment to “decarbonize” earlier this year. They have not yet committed to the just transition to a world run on 100% renewable energy for all that we seek. But the Paris deal will drive the energy revolution in the real world – it's already making shares in renewable companies go up.
2. Commitment to improve national targets

We already know that the pledges governments made to Paris are not good enough and will still lead to a very dangerous and destructive world (between 2.7 and 3.7 degrees Celsius warmer than in preindustrial times – the estimates vary). The Paris agreement does not force governments to change and change fast. That is in blatant contradiction with the new 1.5 degree goal, which can only be achieved if we make drastic emission cuts in the next 10 to 15 years. Indeed, we are on track to use enough carbon to exceed 1.5 degrees of warming before 2030 – that is, if governments don’t ramp up their ambition.

The agreement does help a bit by setting a review date of current commitments  – 2018. It also makes it clear that there will be regular reviews of ambition every 5 years and that countries will always have to improve what they commit to. President Hollande in his final speech at the conference also promised more emission cuts and more financial support for developing countries before 2020. That's the dynamic we hope to see following Paris. Other leaders must follow. Because we have no time to waste.
3. Global solidarity

Overall the Paris Agreement fails the justice test. Fine words like “climate justice” and human rights are included only in the non-binding part of the text. Indigenous Peoples’ rights (while also mentioned in the legal text) are not given the protection they deserve. Just as with emission cuts, we know that the current money available to help the impacted adapt to climate change is not enough. The Paris deal does too little to change that. “Loss and damage” – which refers to negative climate impacts that can’t be adapted to – has however been included in the agreement. That is welcome. But the Paris Agreement fails to support the idea that major carbon polluters should be made accountable for the damage they have caused. We will have to pursue such justice elsewhere. For us, one of the best moments of the last two weeks therefore did not happen in Paris but in Manila. The Philippines Human Rights Commission launched a probe into 50 major polluters for potential human rights violations on December 10th. That's a major step – as inaction on climate change does indeed violate human rights.
All in all, governments took us a step forward in Paris, especially on making it clear that fossil fuels will be history soon. But even if the Paris Agreement had met all our criteria, it would have only been one stop on the long road to climate justice.

The key issue is not what is in this deal but what will happen next. And that is why I am optimistic. The climate movement has shown its strength in Paris. Out there in the real world, coal demand is in terminal decline and after a dramatic change of energy policy in China we may have reached the global peak of emissions already. People power has also brought real trouble for the oil polluters: Shell had to retreat from the Alaskan Arctic, for example, and President Obama rejected the Keystone XL pipeline.
In 2016 we – the entire climate movement – will escalate the opposition to fossil fuels all over the world. I leave Paris encouraged. People power will drive the change and solutions we need. If you join us!
Daniel Mittler is the Political Director of Greenpeace International
In 3 steps, here is what Paris can do - and what we need to do afterwards
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The last few weeks have seen the best and the worst in terms of climate change.

Victories which pundits told us for years were "impossible" have been coming at a breathtaking pace. Coal demand is in terminal decline worldwide, after a dramatic – if not complete – change of course in China. Oil is also in trouble, with Shell and Statoil retreating from the Alaskan Arctic, President Obama rejecting the Keystone XL pipeline and Alberta putting a cap on tar sands oil. Meanwhile, cities and companies are signing up for a 100% renewable future. Many communities hit by extreme weather are rebuilding sustainably and hundreds of thousands worldwide are building people power to push forward with climate action now – and in the future.

At the same time the news is getting worse. This year will be the hottest year in recorded history. And Indonesia´s forest fires were a massive blow for climate action, emitting more than the entire United States of America – a powerful reminder of just how fast hard-won emission reductions can be jeoparized by greed. Also, despite the climate movement´s recent victories, too often polluters are still dictating policy in North and South. The energy revolution, which is now inevitable, is not going as fast as it needs to, if we’re to keep our climate safe.

The meaning of this year´s climate negotiations has been changed by the recent attacks in Paris, the host city. In response to these terrible crimes, the climate marches around the world this weekend are not just a call to action, but an expression of our shared humanity. Governments must hear this call and make the climate negotiations demonstrate that human cooperation can solve our common problems.

In order to do that, the Paris climate conference must be a starting point for faster and more decisive climate action. As Greenpeace, we have three key criteria that governments must meet:

1. Does the Paris climate agreement send a signal that the age of fossil fuels is over?
The world of energy is changing quickly. Governments in Paris must solidify the direction towards renewables that the world is already on, and state clearly that fossil fuels must be completely phased out by 2050. We need a just transition to a world run on 100% renewable energy for all; a world where workers, our health and our children win. This signal must be clear. It must not be stymied by delays. Therefore, we will ask:

2. Does the Paris climate agreement agree to soon – and continuously – improve national climate action?
We already know that the pledges governments are coming to Paris with are not good enough and will still lead to a very dangerous and destructive world (between 2.7 and 3.7 degrees warmer than in preindustrial times – the estimates vary). Governments and companies need to increase their ambition immediately after Paris. We simply cannot afford to be stuck with insufficient targets for the next 10-15 decisive years. The targets must be ramped up before the Paris agreement enters into force in 2020. And governments need to review and enhance their actions every five years after the Paris agreement comes into force in 2020.

3. Does the Paris climate agreement deliver global solidarity and ensure that polluters pay for the damage they cause?
Some impacts of climate change are with us already and we need sufficient and reliable funding and support for those affected. Greenpeace, for example, supports anchoring the "loss and damage mechanism" under the Paris Agreement, to help support the vulnerable. We expect governments to meet the growing adaptation needs. We will also continue to hold polluters accountable, as we are doing with our call on the Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines (CHR). We need the culpability of big fossil fuel companies for fuelling catastrophic climate change to be addressed.

If the three criteria above are met, we’ll take an important step towards a world in which energy is clean, cheap and accessible to all. A world where air and water will be cleaner and where global warming avoids truly hazardous temperatures.

But even if governments take us this one step forward in Paris, it is still only one step. We are the ones that have to keep marching to get us to where we need to go. We need to keep up the pressure in the months and years after the Paris summit. The race between renewables and climate change will only be won if we keep winning like we have been doing on Keystone, coal and the Arctic. We must continue to build our power as a climate movement worldwide in 2016. This is how we force politicians across the globe to end the fossil fuel era and deliver a decent environment for all.

Are you in? 
Daniel Mittler is the Political Director of Greenpeace International. 
